Minutes of March 17, 2003 Quarterly Meeting

Attendance and Quorum:

1. On Monday, March 17, 2003, President Darwin Piatt, W9HZC, called the quarterly meeting of the Strategic Air Command Memorial Amateur Radio Club to order at Wendy’s Restaurant in Bellevue at 7:40 PM.  Other officers present were Treasurer Joan Bellairs, KC0DTK; Secretary Andrew Dandridge, KC0BDX; and Property Manager George Bellairs, KB0ZZT.  Guest present were Patty Piatt and Matthew Pinckard (“Matt”), KD5LTU.  A quorum was present.

Officer's Reports:

2. Secretary:  Minutes from the December 16, 2002 annual meeting were accepted by voice vote of the members present.

3. Treasurer:  Our bank balance is $404.20.  The members accepted the Treasurer's report, and it was approved by voice vote.

Committee Reports: None

4. Darwin Piatt reported that the joint Aksarben/NSTAR/SACMARC amateur radio demonstration would be Sunday, April 6, 2003, on the Family Day at the Strategic Air and Space Museum in Ashland.  The planned events included a weather balloon launch and a stand-up exhibit with live demonstrations of amateur radio techniques like APRS, PSK31, and SSTV.  This stand-up exhibit had won an ARRL award for best exhibit related to the movie "Frequency" when it was used in the lobby of the "20 Grand" theater in Omaha.  SACMARC’s participation in this event will be to further local amateur radio publicity and recruiting in general, as well as further the amateur radio community's relationship with the Museum.  There will not be a specific SACMARC component to Family Day at the Museum this year.  Setup time is 9:00 AM and with general meeting time at 11:00 AM.

5. Douglas and Sarpy Counties are scheduled for their annual Severe Weather Siren Test on April 5.  Sarpy County is scheduled to begin their testing at 10:00 AM.  Based on past history, Sarpy County generally has soundings at 10:00 and 10:30 AM.  Douglas County is scheduled to begin their test at 11:00 AM.  All area amateur radio operators are encouraged to help in this vital effort.  Hams should contact the Douglas and Sarpy County Emergency Coordinators to signup for this public service event.

6. Webmaster:  Full rollout of the new web site is still pending.

7.  Courtesy:  No cards were sent.

Old Business: None

New Business:

8.  The annual or biannual SACMARC corporation report had been sent to the Nebraska Secretary of State.

9. Matt Pinckard, KD5LTU, a Technician class amateur operator, decided to become a member of the SACMARC.  Since Matt was relatively new to Omaha Metro area, George Bellairs, KB0ZZT, gave him a listing of the area 2-meter and 70-centimeter repeaters.  The members extended a warm welcome to Matt and all look forward to having him as a SACMARC member.

Adjournment:

9.  Darwin Piatt asked for a motion for adjournment, which was given by Andrew Dandridge and seconded by George Bellairs.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:55 PM.

